WOODS

different drugs, and cannot, therefore, be definitely stated. If
the reaction is stopped too soon, the wood will not separate into
its elements ; if allowed to progress too far, the whole will be
oxidised and destroyed.
Take one of the pieces of bleached wood from alcohol, and
transfer it to a drop of water on a slide ; tease a small frag-
ment with the dissecting needles until it separates into its
component elements ; cover and examine under the low power.
Do not add glycerin, as it makes the cells too transparent.
Cells of the following forms will be found :
(a)   Wood fibres (fig. 35, /), conspicuous by reason of their
length and tapering ends. Observe the width of the
cell, the thickness of the wall, and the scattered
oblique pits (not always easily seen, especially if the
light is too strong).
(b)   Wood parenchyma (fig.  35, par.), recognisable by the
oblong shape of the cells and the rounded pits in the
walls. They often contain delicate membranes that
present a quasi-crystalline appearance ; these are the
membranes that have enveloped calcium oxalate crys-
tals (see below). Sometimes several cells adhere end
to end, the terminal ones being bluntly conical. Such
a row of cells is developed from a single cambial cell
by transverse division, and illustrates the formation of
wood parenchyma.
(c)   Cells of the medullary ray (fig. 35, m.r.).    These closely
resemble the wood parenchyma; but they occur in
plates of cells more often than in single rows, and,
when they adhere to wood fibres, cross these at right
angles; indeed, their position constitutes the sole
means by which they can be distinguished from wood
parenchyma.
(d)   Vessels (fig. 35, v).    Although these are by no means
so numerous as the wood fibres, wood parenchyma, or
cells of the medullary rays, they are not difficult to
find.   They are readily identified by their much larger
size, cylindrical shape, and numerous pits.   On careful
examination, the remains of transverse walls with large
perforations can often be distinguished.
The student should now sketch two or three of each kind
of eel].